& Shukre llahi
A night of Gratitude. A night to remember!

While the gala every year is special, this year's gala
surpassed all expectations. With a huge turnout of
over 200 attendees, a fabulous guest speaker,
record-breaking fundraising and exceptional food
and entertainment, it was certainly a night to
remember!

This year's MC was Mukarram Patrawala, who led us
through the night, made us laugh, made us cry,
made us reflect on the blessings we have and set the
tone for the evening. The program started with Nafisa
Patrawala giving a heartfelt prayer.

Live Painting, painted by guests at the gala, helped by our
artist -Khadija Dhariwala

After that Mukarram gave our vote of thanks to:

e Our 2 gold sponsors, Claireport Place e Our frusted partners - The Moeen
(especially Jey and his staff), and IDRF Memorial Welfare Trust in India and the
(especially Nabil, our guest speaker). Orange Tree Foundation in Pakistan.

e Qursilver sponsors — Apna Farms and e Amir and Farhat Biviji - the founders of
Muslim Welfare Canada Shukre llahi

e Our bronze sponsors - Sophie Abbasi’s ¢ Moizbhai Beguwala — Shukre llahi
Sotheby’s International Realty, Shouldice representative in the US
hospital , & the WestGTA Endoscopy e The Edward Charles Foundation — our
Clinic donation partner in the US.

¢ Mikhdadbhai Nakhooda - our

I D R F representative in Pakistan
Shabbirbhai Ladoo - our representative

““““““““““““““ in India

Saifeebhai Rangwala - our musical guest
Khadija Dhariwala - our live artist

Wilson Low - our Photobooth expert
David - our photographer

DJ Mario — our wonderful DJ

And last but certainly not least, the gala
committee, all our volunteers and board
members.

Muslim
Welfare
Canada

e o6 o o o ¢

Zainab Pirbhai came up to present the Annual Shukre llahi update after that. She mentioned
that we have given 296 scholarships to date, paid over CAD545K in scholarships till end of 2025
and are budgeted to give CAD225K in scholarships in 2026! The attendees loved seeing this and
there were several cheers at these figures.

We then saw a video testimonial from Mustansir Ezzi, one of our scholarship recipients this year.
Dr. Degani infroduced our guest speaker Nabil Ali. Nabil is the Chief Operations Officer at IDRF,

and has played a key role in designing and supporting humanitarian and development
projects for IDRF in Canada and around the world. Before joining IDRF, Nabil worked in Somalia,
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Kenya, and Ethiopia with the United Nations, where he led rapid education assessments and
managed humanitarian programs.

Nabil spoke from his heart about the state of the
‘ world today and how the systems designed to bring
justice and aid have collapsed in many are, and
how new, localized systems based on local context,
needs, cultural context and wisdom are needed. His
talk was extremely powerful and he connected the
dots on how education plays such a critical role in
building, sustaining and nourishing these local
A systems. The audience lapped up every word and it
. was a timely reminder for all of us on what still lies
® ahead.

We then saw a video testimonial from Tasneem Dhinojwala, who tragically lost her father
suddenly, putting the financial burden of her studies on the family, and she persevered and
with a scholarship from Shukre llahi has not just completed her studies, but already secured a
job to help and upliftf both herself and her family going forward.

We then moved into our fund-raising section, where we started with a goal of raising CAD
50,000. However, due to the amazing generosity of everyone in the audience we ended up
raising over CAD 90,000. It was incredible to see the energy in the room and fruly humbling to
see all the support. Education changes everything and this allows us to reach more students
and change more lives.

And then it was time for dinner and music and mingling and art. Khadija Dhariwala, our live
artist volunteer, got people to attend their own unique touches and fingerprints to her painting.
This painting will be a lasting memory of our fimes together and will be brought to all our galas
going forward.

Onto dinner, there was a sumptuous spread that Claireport had put together for us and once
everyone grabbed a bite (or two) - we had a special singing performance from Saifee
Rangwala who regaled us with some golden classics and then with some upbeat dance
numbers after which DJ Mario took over and got everyone moving on the dance floor.

As the music echoed, the flashlights clicked in
the photobooth and the conversations ebbed
and flowed, we signed off with one collective
emotion — Shukr — gratitude. Gratitude for your
support, gratitude for the blessings we have
and gratitude for this wonderful community we
have built together. Till next time!

Your friends at Shukre llahi
PS. Go to shukreilahi.org for more pictures
PPS. See you at the walkathon in Septermber!
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